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Partiesring in the New Year

Baylor Medical
Center at Irving
offersresearchtrials

MacArthur High School
Gym Completed in 1967

DiabetesClinical Research Trial
The Clinical Research Department at Baylor
Medical Center at Irvingisholding adiabetic
neuropathy clinical research study and is
looking for participants ages 18 or older who
suffer from painful diabetic neuropathy
(aching, burning, stabbing or tingling
sensations). Diabeticswho suffer from these
symptoms may be eligible to participate in
the clinical research study. For more
information about enrollment, call the Baylor
Medical Center at Irving Research
Department (972) 579-4327.

High Blood Pressure Clinical

Research Trial

Baylor Medical Center at Irvingisholding a
clinical research study and is looking for
participants ages 55 or older who have high
blood pressure. Qualified individuals will
receive study-related medications and
medical care, including lab testsand EKG's
at no cost. To learn more about enrollment,
call the Baylor Medical Center at Irving
Research Department at (972) 579-4327.

M ayor al candidatesexpressthar viewsduring
| rving Citizens, Advocatesand Neighbor sforum

Irving Citizens, Advocates and Neighbors (ICAN) sponsored a question and answer  DeWitt to expresstheir opinionson topicsranging from Irving' sfutureto fiscal responsibility
forumfor Irving'sfive mayoral hopefulsat the Hackberry Creek Country Clubon January 5. to leadership. Each candidate was given two minutes to answer each question and two
Council woman, Beth VVan Duyne, acted as mediator for the forum that allowed Mayor — minutes following the final question to present a conclusion.
Joe Putnam and mayoral candidates Herb Gears, Terry Waldrum, Marvin Randle and Owen

JOE PUTNAM

With the city in a tight fiscal
situation at present, please define
anticipated economic liabilities or
benefits, if any, associated with
large capital projects like a
museum or convention center, and
how you would proceed with these
projects?

HERB GEARS

If elected, do you plan to take
a leadership role to assist the
business and economic
development effort to attract new
business and keep existing
businessinIrving? If so, could you
explain how you plan to perform
that role?

TERRY WALDRUM

As other cities in the
Metroplex and around the country
find aggressive new waysto mar ket
themsel ves, describe what you feel
are specific ways we can better
market Irving and improve its
image to recapture its leadership
position.

MARVINRANDLE

As other cities in the
Metroplex and around the country
find aggressive new waysto mar ket
themsel ves, describe what you feel
are specific ways we can better
market Irving and improve its
image to recapture its leadership
position.

OWENDEWITT
How will you, as mayor,
attempt to relate to fellow
councilmen in order to build trust
and cooperation?

Seereplieson page 8
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IRVING PARKS & RECREATION

January Events

Cify of Irving Martin Luther King Jr. Dbservance &

Tom Dellan Bisids Diarioa Tl

Parks and Recreation

Auditionsfor Friday Nite Live competition
set for 8 am. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 8,
Car penter Performance Hall.
Competition isopen to Irving middleand high
school students.

Family Fishing Day
Saturday Februaruy 19,
2005
10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Once again, Northwest Park Pond will be stocked with
Rainbow Trout.

Grab your family, fishing polesand join usfor amorning
of family fun, prizesand refreshments.

17 or older must have afishing license.

Northwest Park Recreation Center
2800 Cheyenne St
972.721.2529

Health & Fitness Fair
January 29, 2005
10am - 2pm

FREE FREE FREE

Sponsors:
Irving Police Department, Irving Public Library,

Southwest Podiatry Assoc., Kathy’s Kottage,

Parkland Hospital Services- CHIP & Medicaid
Programs
Dr. Amy Rodgers, Bra Behavior, YMCA of Las
Colinas

Avon and any more

Northwest Park Recreation Center
2800 Cheyenne St

972.721.2529

Eventshappening at your recreation
center

Heritage Senior Center - 200 S. Jeffer son

Center locations and
telephone numbers

El Wil Mok Hotraation Cailr,
B0 Darie Drnee, [B7E T21-2518
0 West Park Pool, (377) 7282326

BN Cinares Mask Raitasting
Cramir, 717 Hesd Fovar Treil
|E7E) 91HIME

e R o 972.721.24% Teen JAM Schedule- 2005
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E2E E. Uinsen Besss Boad
|03 TA1-2EE0
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8 L Park AEermimn Seeier, IS 5i, (UTE] 7317450

H10 Leriie His=risalssii Conflie
I Cranecinl Homd, {8673] T2 -390

Relax Class. Mondays starting Jan. 10-24™", 6:30-7:30 p.m..
$8aclassor $24 for al three classes. Come and learn how to
reduce your stresswith certified Massage Therapist Louann
Cranford. Theclasseswill cover stressrelieving techniques,
aroma therapy, and imaging. Class size is limited. Pre-
registration required. Opento all adults 18+.

JAMsareopentoall Irving middle and high school students.
Free admission includes DImusic, dancing, pizzaand soda,
video games, billiards, basketball competitions, specialty
activitiesand prizeraffles. Bring school or IPARID to enter.
Only onenon-Irving resident guest will be admitted per Irving

N Pamsla Tiipe. [BR3] TEL-2004 --H-rnmpe Aquniio Seabar, 5T

P g e e student. Hours: 7to 11 p.m.

Light Housefor theBlind. Wed. Jan. 12,10:30 Diningroom.
Please come to this wonderful presentation. You will learn
how to adapt to the changes in your vision. How to cope

T8 Bentor Park Reoremtinn Center,
1 8 Banter S, (975 T 3841
W Saniny Park Pood, |077) T21-2400

I'W Berihverst Pard Rocreation
Cimioy, 2300 Shisssim 51
BT} T2

M Rorihyesst Park Pral, (572) 771
i WEd Beuntheest Fark P, 2000 Bily

Jan. 8 - Lee Park Recreation Center, 3000 PamelaDrive, (972)
721-2508

LCarorps Nomdd, (B3] T2E- 2400

Z»-
(!
|

Recreation Centers and Pools

with vision loss and view many types of adaptive aids that
can make your daily living easier. No fee or sign up, please
comeand learn.

Fire Safety Awarenessprogram. Wed. Jan. 19, 10:30, dining
room. Please come to this detailed program that could save
your homeand life. Presented by MasterGuard Corporation.
No sign up required, just come and learn how to be safe

Open Scrapbooking Wor kshop. Mon. Jan. 31, 9-11:30. Craft
room.

Tuesday Night Dancesin January Feature:

Jan.4 GarylLee

Jan. 11 Southern Pride

Jan. 18 Chuck Arlington

Jan. 25 Noblesof Note

Comeand dancein thebest senior center ballroom inthe
metroplex. Only $5 per person. Light refreshmentsserved
and freedancelessons6-7 p.m. Thedancestartsat 7:00and
endsat 9:30.

USABDA (United States Amateur Ballroom Dance
Association) Free Dance Lessons Friday nights. 7-8:30.
Dates: January 7, 14, 21. Foxtrot will be taught. All ages of
adultswelcome!

Jan. 22 - Cimarron Park Recreation Center, 201 Red River
Trail, (972) 910-0702

Feb. 12 - Lively Pointe, 909 N. O’ Connor Road, (972) 721-
8090

Feb. 26 - LeePark Recresation Center, 3000 PamelaDrive, (972)
721-2508

March 12 - Cimarron Park Recreation Center, 201 Red River
Trail, (972) 910-0702

March 26 - Lively Pointe, 909 N. O’ Connor Road, (972) 721-
8090

Friday Nite Live competition, Irving's premiere teen talent
competition, tobeheld at 7 p.m. Friday, Jan. 21, at thelrving
Arts Center, 3333 N. MacArthur Blvd.

Thelrving Youth Council’s Spirited Youth Awards will
be presented during Friday Nite Live, and recognize young
people 11 to 18 years old for volunteering their time and
effort to benefit Irving.
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Chamber of Commerce

L eadsL uncheon
January 12,2005/ 11 am-1pm

The Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber
of Commerce will host its monthly Leads
L uncheon at the new 2005 location - Bahama
Breeze. The luncheon is located at 857 W.
John Carpenter Frwy from 11am- 1pm.

Bring 100-150 business cards for
networking, information about your
business to pass out, freebees, give-a-ways
and/or door prizes. Our members do lots of
fun things to promote their business during
our monthly Leads L uncheons!

Cost to attend $20 per person if paidin
advance or $25 at the door. Please RSV P, ho
later than January 10th to attend. You can
call 972-252-8484 to RSV P and pay for your
attendancein advance. Be creative and start
increasing your bottom line today!

Member Orientation Breakfast
January 13th/8am-10am
Irving Arts Center, Room 200

This orientation welcomes new and
existing membersto the Greater Irving - Las
Colinas Chamber of Commerce. Teachingyou
about the value and benefits of your
Chamber membership isthekey focusof this
event, along with time available for
networking....so don’t forget your business
cards! Youwill meet directly with the Greater
Irving - Las Colinas Chamber staff, aswell as
many of our Chamber Ambassadors, Board
of Directorsand City of Irving staff.

Theeventiscompletely FREE to attend,
and yes, you can come to this event more
than once...it never hurtsto refresh and learn
about new programs/services. Please RSVP
to BarbaraCraig at 972-252-8484 toreservea
seat. All events/dates are subject to change
at the discretion of the Greater Irving - Las
Colinas Chamber of Commerce.

After Hour’'sBusinessM | XER
January 13,2004 /5 pm

The Greater Irving-L as Colinas Chamber of
Commerce will host their monthly After
Hour’s Business Mixer on January 13, 2005
from 5 pm - 6:30 pm. The January mixer is
sponsored by, Hooters-Irving, located at
2522 N. BdltlineRd., acrossfrom Irving Mall.

At the After Hour’s Business Mixers, you
will beableto createinval uable relationships
and make your business work for you! Plan
to attend and bring 100-150 business cards
for networking and prize drawings. The
Chamber’s Business Mixer is for Members
ONLY and FREE to attend. Please RSVPto
972-252-8484, no later than Wednesday,
January 12th, to reserve your spot today.

Voicesof Civil RightsProject
Part of IrvingMartin Luther King Program
January 17th/ 7 pm

Thecreator of the Voicesof Civil Rights
project will befeatured at the City of Irving's
Martin Luther King Jr. Observanceat 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 17, at the Irving Arts Center,
3333N. MacArthur Blvd.

Rick Bowers, director of digital mediafor
AARP Publications and originator of the
Voices of Civil Rights project, will discuss
efforts to compile persona accounts of the
civil rightsmovement into anational archive,
and will introduce a video of the Voices of
Civil Rights bus tour. A tabletop model of
the project also will be displayed. The final
Voices of Civil Rights archive, comprising
thousands of storiesfrom acrossthe country,
will be permanently housed at the Library of
Congressin February.

More information about the Voices of
Civil Rights project is available at
www.voicesofcivilrights.org.

POLICE BRIEFS

Irving Police Department - Town Hall M eeting
A meeting intended for community membersthat liveand/or work south of S.H. 183
(residential and business)
Irving High School (auditorium) - 900 N. O’ Connor Rd.
Tuesday, February 1, 2005 - 7:00 PM. - 9:00 PM.
We welcome and encourage your attendance

Aqgg. Robbery: 12-30-04, 3114 W. Northgate.
The complainant was walking to his apartment
when a male approached him and demanded his
wallet and car keys. The suspect drove away in
the complainant’s vehicle and was not
located

Agg. Robbery: 12-31-04, 1025 W. Airport
Freeway. The complainant is the 7-11 store
clerk. Thesuspect entered the storewith aplastic
bag over hisface, displayed aknife and demanded
the money that was in the cash register. The
suspect |eft the areaon foot and was not located.
Arson: 010105, 0140 hrs. Officers dispatched
to a fire at 3220 W. Rock Island, Builders
Gypsum. Upon arrival it was fully engulfed and
IFD had to use numerousfiretrucksto get it out.
Rock Island and Briery were closed for about
threehours. Thefireinvestigator arrived and ruled
it an Arson because there were at | east two points
of origin for the fire. Damage
was estimated at $20,000.00.

Squad Car Damage: 1-1-05, Airport Freeway at
Story Rd. An Officer arrested a male for DWI
and placed him into the back seat of his squad
car. Themalebecame violent and kicked out the
right rear window of the squad car. Themalewas
sprayed with O/C spray, placed into leg restraints,
and transported to jail without further incident.

Search Warrant: 01-2-05, 3525N. Story Rd. The

complainant arrived home and found her neighbors
burglarizing her apartment. Officers arrived a
short time later, and the complainant described
her missing property to them in detail. Officers
attempted contact with the suspects and they
did not answer the door. The Sergeant on duty
obtained a search warrant for the apartment and
the mgjority of the complainant’s stolen property
was found inside the apartment. The suspects
were not inside the apartment, but numerousitems
of paperwork identifying them werefound inside
the apartment. The complainant had just moved
into the apartment and does not know the
suspects.

Agg. Robbery: 1-2-05, 7:35 p.m. Officerswere
dispatched to 1325 Meadow Creek on arobbery.
The complainant was near the mail center when
he was approached by the suspect. The suspect
pointed a handgun at him and took his wallet.
Therewerenoinjuries.

Aqgg. Robbery: 1-2-05,11:07 p.m. Officerswere
dispatched to 500 W. 6" Street on arobbery. The
complainant was approached by two suspects at
the corner of Hilltop and 8th Street. One of the
suspects pulled a handgun and took his wallet.
Therewerenoinjuries.

Shooting: 1-3-05, 5:00 p.m. An Officer stopped
avehicle on traffic at Century Center and Spur
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482. During the course of thetraffic stop, Officers
discovered that the driver had been shot in the
back. The passenger was extremely intoxicated
and arrested for public intoxication and
possession of narcotics. The driver was
transported to Parkland. Hisinjury was not life
threatening. Information gathered from both
subjects indicate the shooting occurred near
Pioneer and Nursery at around 3:45pm. CID is
conducting the investigation.

Robbery: 1-3-05, 11:00 p.m. Officers were
dispatched to arobbery at 6312 N. MacArthur.
The complainant was walking his dog on the east
side of the complex, when two suspects drove up
next to him. The suspects approached him and
knocked him to the ground and both started to
kick him. One of the suspects took his dog and
then they drove off. The complainant refused
medical treatment.

Robbery: 1-4-05, 6:55 p.m. Officers were
dispatched to a robbery that had taken place at
4070 N. Belt Line Road. The complainant had
just cashed his check at 3317 W. Walnut Hill and
was walking back to his vehicle. He had parked
hisvehicle by PO’ Melvin's. He was approached
from behind by 4-5 suspects. One of the suspect’s
hit him from behind, knocking him to the ground.
His shirt was pulled over his head and was
surrounded. The suspects went through his
pockets taking his cash. They all ran off toward
Walnut Hill. He sustained minor injuries.

Aqgg. Robbery: 1-4-05, 8:05 p.m. Officers were
dispatched to 1119 Hidden Ridge on a robbery.
The complainant was walking in the area of
Hidden Ridge west of MacArthur. The suspect
followed him into the complex and approached
him. The suspect asked himif heknew thelocation
of a building. He replied “no”. The suspect

displayed ahandgun and asked him if he wanted
to die. The complainant gave the suspect his
wallet. He was not injured.

Pursuit: 1-4-05, 9:36 p.m. A citizen was
followingaDWI intheareaof Loop 12 and Union
Bower. Officers caught up to the suspect at Loop
12 and S.H. 183 and activated his lights. The
suspect continued north bound Loop 12, exiting
Northwest Hwy., u-turned and came back south
bound and pulled into aliquor store parking lot at
10235 N. Loop 12, in Dallas. There were no
injuries and no property was damaged. Thedriver
was taken into custody and charged with DWI
and Evading.

Suicide: 1-4-05, 10:05 p.m.. Officers were
dispatched to a shooting and possible Code K at
1005 High School. The deceased had been with
two of his friends. He was depressed over his
relationship with his girlfriend. The two friends
say that he had walked out into the driveway and
shot himself in the head. The M.E., I.D., and
C.I.D. werecdled and they responded to the scene.

Robbery/Pursuit: 1-4-05, 10:56 p.m. Officers
were going by the 7-11 located at 1025 W. S.H.
183, when he noticed the clerk struggling with a
male in the parking lot. He turned around and
saw the suspect leave in avehicle and going east
bound 183. Dispatch advised that the clerk was
calling and that the suspect had taken 10 cartons
of cigarettes and had assaulted him. Officers
attempted to stop the vehicle at S.H. 183 and
Grauwyler. The suspect refused to stop and fled
into Dallas. Officerslost the suspect around L eath
and Hampton, where the suspect abandoned his
vehicle and fled the area on foot with the
cigarettes. Therewere no injuries and no property
was damaged.

2302 Rock Island
Irving, TX 75060
214-542-3950
dtucker 1@verizon.net

ANTIQUES TREASURE HOUSE

CONSIGNMENT & PERSONAL SHOPPING AVAILABLE
Weekdays & Saturday 10am - 6pm/ Sunday 12pm - 4pm

L owest Prices, Weekly inventory,
Layaway available, Furniture
collectibles, Canine Accessories,
Consignments,
www.AntiquesTreasureHouse.com

FARM FRESH
FRUITS &VEGETABLES

Hathy's Plant Holtage

Hours. Mon. - Sat. 8:00 - 6:00
308 W. Irving Blvd. 972-659-1800

VINE RIPE TOMATOES
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SCHOOL BRIEFS

School Boar d Recognition Month

January is School Board Recognition
Month in Texas. Irving ISD students, staff
and community members are celebrating by
offering thanks to the Irving residents who
volunteer their time to oversee our
community’s public schools. The annual
observance, celebrated across the stete, is
designed to build awareness and
understanding of the vital role an elected
board plays in providing effective public
schools. School board members contribute
several hours each week to attend meetings
and events all without compensation.

The theme for this year’s occasion is
“Lighting the Way”. In recognition of their
contribution to our schools, several students
will thank thetrustees publicly at the January
10 school board meeting and the Irving High
School Singer Company will perform asong
thanking trustees for “letting their light
shine”.

Irving ISD trusteesare: BarbaraCardwell,
President, 18 years of service; Ruben Franco,
Vice President, five years of service; Randy
Stipes, Secretary, fiveyearsof service; Jerry
Christian, oneyear of service; Michael Hill,
threeyears of service; Ken Murray, one year
of service; and Nita Patrick, one year of
service.

We pay attention to

L obb Named AT PE Region 10 Teacher of the
Year

Lisa Lobb, business teacher at Irving
High School, has been named Region 10
Secondary Teacher of the Year by the
Association of Texas Professional Educators.

Lobb will be recognized at the Region
10 ATPE convention March 5. She was
nominated for the honor by Irving High
ATPE representative Darla Leisman, and

applied by writing four essays.

Mac Jazz Goesto Waco

The MacArthur High School Jazz
Singers have been invited to perform at the
South Central Regional Conference of the
International Association of Jazz Educators
a Baylor University April 15and 16. Twenty-
one studentswill perform. The South Central
Region includes Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas,
Louisianaand New Mexico.

Recycling Website Online

Irving ISD has launched a new website
to coincide with its new recycling program.
Thesitegivesinformation about where, when
and why to recycle for students, teachers,

the smallest details.

« Entire floor dedicated
o Women's Services

« Al Private
Labor/ Delivery
Rooms

« All Private
Postpartum Rooms

+ Level Il Special
Care Nursery

+ State-of-the-Art
Infant Security
System

+ Las Colinas Lullabies
{Specially designed
web page for your
family and friends)

« Wide ange of
chikdbirth aducation
classes

« Mommy Fit -
Prenatal & Postnatal
Fitness Program

« Meonatal Intenshve
Care Unit (MICLI)
Opening late 2004

Las Colinas Medical Center

BE00 N Machrthur Bhd. (1 Mile South of B35}

Physician Referal 1-B00-265-6624

o e deyfarerrodtio o b i o dowr, pivese cal!

Ining Teaas 75039

v las ool inas medicad. oom

(972) 969-2000

parents and administrators. It contains links
to11SD’srecycling partners, and evena“bin
locator” that will find addressesfor recycling
containersin any Texas zip code.

Brown StudentsReceive Aid from Peer

A Flower Mound boy has organized a
holiday benevolence program that benefited
familieswith students at Brown Elementary
School this Christmas. Jordan Nelson, 10,
collected 865 meals for needy families this
year, 250 of which were delivered to Brown
for distribution on December 15. Nelson's
charity drive alsoyielded giftsfor 20 Brown
students, ranging from clothes to bicycles.

Nelson began his holiday meal
collection three years ago when he solicited
donations of eight meals for families from
Brown, where his grandmother, Paulette
Nelson, volunteered. Thisyear, Jordan (with
help from hisyounger brother, Jared) fell just
short of his goal of 900 meals. Next year's
god 151,000 meals. For moreinformation, visit
Nelson'sKids Help Kids website.

Collegelnformation Hotline

College-bound 11SD students can get
answers to questions about financial aid,
student life, and special events at colleges
and universities throughout the nation next
weekend viaatoll-freetelephonehotline. The
Texas Association for College Admission
Counseling (TACAC) and LoanSTAR are
sponsoring the 20th Annual College
Information Hotline January 15 and 16 to
provide information about post-secondary
educational opportunities to students and
families. Professiona college admissionsand
financial aid counselors will be available to
answer questions. Many of the counselors
will be Spanish speakers.

The hotline will be open Saturday,
January 15from 10am. to 6 p.m., and Sunday,
January 16 from 11am. to 3 p.m. Thenumber
is877-275-7007.

The hotline is made possible by a grant
from the Greater Texas Foundation.

Nissan Gives DavisBooks

Last month, Nissan donated $1,400 to
Davis Elementary School to purchase abook
for each student at the school to take home
over the winter holidays. Principal Diana
Hopper read to each class in the school and
then distributed the books—870in all.
Earning Books at Townsell
Representatives from the Earning By
Learning reading incentive program
presented a check for $2,700 to third grade
studentsat Townsell Elementary School |ast
month for use in buying books for their
school library. Students earned the donation
by reading and reporting on 1,350 books over
a one-month period last fall. One hundred
third-graderstook part in the program.

Exxon Grant to Benefit 11SD Students

ExxonMobil Foundation awarded
$150,000 to the Dallas County Community
College District to fund scholarships for
Irving 1SD graduates recently. The
contribution brings ExxonM obil’s support to
$300,000 for the DCCCD'’s Rising Star
Program. The program provides scholarships
up to $4,000 for tuition and booksto eligible
students for as many as three years. The
grant, payable over three years, will be
earmarked to award scholarships to
qualifying Irving I SD graduateswho plan to
attend any of the DCCCD’s seven colleges.

Prepar ationsmadefor
MacArthur High School Gym

- ==

All that remains of MacArthur High School’s gym is a pile of rubble and years of memories.

Continued from page 1

In September of 1967, MacArthur High
School students were privleged to have a
brand new state of the art gymnasium for
games, practices, PE. classes and school
functions. MacArthur’s gymnasium was 160
ft. by 180 ft., seated 2,400 spectators and cost
$450,000to build.

In February of 2006, MacArthur High
School students will once again have
bragging rights to the best gymnasium in

the area. Trustees voted unanimously to
build a new gymnasium rather than repair
the existing gym, which the school stopped
using because of structural problems. The
new gym isestimated to cost $5 million and
should be functional for at least 50 years.

Thestructural deficienciesintheexisting
gym were estimated to cost $1.5 million to
repair and would have extended the life of
the building by 10 to 15 years.

3407 West Alrpat Fresway, authe 28
Phovwr, (972) 257152
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they will use m Nationwida

"Home of the $65 Resume Package"”

\rving Towna Canbsr

CPELLOERVERLIION MET

Al woek 15 done by a professoral expenenced sfaf
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New Year's Eve parties

Chrigian rock station hosts
New Year 'sEveparty

The“Random” family, Teri Travis, TJ Kerr, Clint Salvato, L ogan Bartley, and Joseph Eberly,
competes in Family Feud game.

Over 250 people joined staff members
and on-air personalitiesfrom 89.7 Power FM,
the Christian Rock Station, for aNew Year’'s
Eve party at Irving Bible Church.

Everyone who wanted to come to the
89.7 Power FM party was welcomed.
Teenagers and their parents, and even
families with young children found the ‘G’

Our Redeemer Lutheran welcomes

rated, non-alcoholic party agreat way toring
in 2005 together.

Attendees were asked to bring food to
share for a potluck dinner. In addition to
music, the evening was filled with games.
Participants were drawn at random to play
Family Feud, the Weakest Link or Extreme
Potluck for prizes.

the New Year with Curt Cloninger

Members and guests of Our Redeemer
L utheran Church celebrated the coming of a
new year with a live performance of God
Views by Curt Cloninger on Dec. 31.

Mr. Cloninger is one-man theater; he
presents a series of monologues that contain
arelevant Christian message without being
preachy. His performances invite the
audience to experience God's love in new
ways. Since 1994, Mr. Cloninger hasbeen an
Artist in Residence at Perimeter Church in
Atlanta, Georgia.

Dell Computer
Now $149%

COMPLETE SYSTEM -1YRWARRANTY

L 2105 N.
Toa[?s O’ Connor
$249% Irving, TX

;F' -l-.H_ :
17 'l =

%l =
" IR
‘___?_,"T_ el |
g

Hwy
5[ 1834 2 I_n
= 5 Business
£ o 9 Years

COMPUTER SURPLUS

972-438-2767
Open: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm
Sun 12pm-6pm

“1 wasatheater major in collegeand did
traditional professional theater after college
for awhile”, Mr. Cloninger said. "1’ ve been
doing the one-man theater for about 25 years,
| been doing it alongtime. | wasa Christian
and an actor, and the two just sort of meshed
together eventually. Most of my stuff is pretty
blatantly Christian material. | travel nationally
and to Canada about 100 nights ayear.”

Snacks were served following Mr.
Cloninger’s appearance. Audience members
wereinvited to remain at the church and pray
intheNew Year.

Curt Cloninger presents a monologue in
character as a man relaying his experiences
in Heaven.

131 S. Beltline Rd.
Irving, TX 75060

972-313-3910

Family owned & operated since 1946

Porter’'s

rree | Army & Navy
DOG

TAG Military Surplus

_ Hunting& Camping
Wlth_$20 K nives- Tools

min
purchase

972.579.1971
600E. I rving Blvd, TX 75060

Carhartt
Paintball
Guns& Ammo

OBITUARIES

LARRY MELVIN BURNETT

Larry Melvin
Burnett, of Irving,
passed away Saturday
December 25, 2004 at
his residence.

Mr. Burnett was
born September 26,
1948 in Tulsa,
Oklahoma to parents

Bill Gene and Willie
Mae Miller Burnett.

He was preceded in death by his parents and a
son, Larry Burnett and is survived by son, Samuel
Larry Burnett of Tulsa, Oklahoma; daughter,
Barbara Daeone Burnett of Irving; daughter, Shawn
O’Larie Davidson and husband, Robert of Irving;
brother, Bill Burnett of Riverside, California;
grandchild, Lillie “Bean” Davidson; aunt, Barbara
Roesler; uncle, Marvin Miller; and nephews Johnny
Burnett and Mark Burnett.

CLINTON SAVAGE

Clinton Savage,
age 89, a resident of
Irving for fifty years,
died Dec 23, 2004 at a
Bedford assisted living
center.

Born Nov 25,
1915 in Gainesville,
Texas, he was a former
janitor for Goodwill. He
had attended SMU and
was a member at the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints in Irving and Bedford.

Preceded in death by a brother, Frank and
sister, Evelyn. Survivors include his brothers, Edgar
Savage of Fair Oaks, CA and David Savage of Costa
Rica; nephew Jim Savage of California.

Service, Dec 29, 2004 at Donnelly’s

Colonial Funeral Home Chapel. Graveside service
at Fairview Cemetery in Gainesville. Due to
Clinton’s love of flowers, floral arrangements are
welcome.

BILLIE JO CARLTON

Age 73, a resident
of Irving, Texas for
over fifteen years, died
Dec 22, 2004 at an
Irving nursing center.

She was born Oct
15, 1931 in Fort
Worth, Texas. Formerly
an accountant, she was
also employed at CNC
Home Care in Dallas and
she was a member at the

Episcopal Church of the Redeemer in Irving.
Survivors include her brother, Tom Carlton
of Davis, CA; sister, Bonnie Ryan of Fort Worth;
nephews, Michael Wayne Carlton of Fort Worth
and Judge Keith Dean of Dallas County; nieces,
Dana Doering of Bainbridge Island, WA and Sheila

Giasson of Burleson.

JAMES DAVID ROOT

We celebrate the
incredible life of James
David Root of
Lewisville, TX, who has
won his battle with
cancer by going home
to be with his Lord and
Savior on December 23,
2004. There was a
memorial service for
him December 29, at
Donnelly’s Colonial
Funeral Home Chapel.

Jim was born 5/11/
67 in Irving, Texas, and
immediately began his life long journey of bringing
joy, hope, pleasure, encouragement and love to all
with whom he came in contact. He touched
hundreds, if not thousands, of people during his
lifetime and his legacy will live on and on. After
attending Southwest Texas State, Jim followed his
dream of being a professional musician for 10 years
and because he was considered an outstanding bass
guitarist, he played with numerous bands. But Jim
was born an entrepreneur with enormous dreams
and goals, so he left that career to explore other
aspects of his many creative talents, which included
Web design, graphic art work, magazine publication,
sales, antiquing, just to name a few.

Jim is survived by his beloved wife, Lara Lee, 8
year old son, Conner James Root, 7 month old
daughter, Isabella Simone, his mother, Billie Root
Coburn and step father, James “Bo” Coburn of
Irving, sister & her husband, Susan & Steven Merritt
of Granbury, nieces Aimee Hutchings, Amber
Terrell, & Emily Merritt, nephew Taylor Merritt,
aunt Pat Root Carnell and a host of loving cousins
and extended family who love him very much. He
was preceded in death by his father, Trent C. Root,
Jr., brother, Trent C. Root Ill, and his grandparents.

Jim is now playing in the heavenly host band
and organizing and orchestrating the lives of all
those around him, which is something he loved
doing here on earth. We love him and miss him so
much but, Praise God; we know we will see him
again one day.

Quality, Catholic Education
Pre-K through Grade 8

Small classes

Family centered

Affordable tuition

;| After Care available until 6 PM

Holy Family of Nazareth School

2323 Cheyenne Street Irving, TX 75062
Near the corner of Esters and Rt. 183

Open House
11 AM to 2 PM Sunday, January 30,2005

“Making a Difference—Ome Child at a Time"

Contact Mr. Dennis R. Poyant, Principal at Tel: 972-255-0205




Page 6

January 6, 2005

www.irvingrambler.com

The Irving Rambler

Areyou ready to Meet the Fockers?

Matt Mungle

Meet the Fockers, the sequel to Meet
the Parents, bringsall the origina members
back inthislaugh rounded romp of rigid meets
relaxed.

Now that Greg Focker (Ben Stiller) has
been given permission to marry Pam Byrnes
(Teri Polo) its time for the parents to meet.
But never have two households been so
opposite. Pam'’s parents, ex CIA-man Jack
(Robert De Niro) and sophisticated Dina

(Blythe Danner) are conventional, modest,
perfection demanding individuals. Greg's
parents Bernie Focker (Dustin Hoffman) and
hissex therapist wife, Roz (Barbra Strei sand)
areexcessive, open, and overtly affectionate.
In the Focker home, no topic of conversation
isoff limits, muchtothe horror and frustration
of Greg who wants nothing morethan to stay
inthecircleof trust and impress hisfather-n-
law to be.

Onthejourney to Fockerville, the Byrnes
bring along their toddling grandson, Little

Jack. Where thiswould prove fatal for most
films, Meet the Fockers uses it for some
hilarious situations involving Big Jack and
his neurotic idea of upbringing.

New additions Hoffman and Streisand
play nicely off each other and their relaxed
demeanor adds a mellowness to this
installment that was lacking in its
predecessor.

Count on numerous laugh-out-loud
moments and though a big percentage of
them walk an unrefined line with acrobatic

skill, it managesto stay inthe PG-13realm. A
rating earned dueto crude and sexual humor,
language and a brief drug reference.

Fans of the original are sure to enjoy
this round just as much and many will be
ready for athird encounter with theselikeable
characters. Christmas with the Fockers
anyone?

With 4 out of 5 stars, that’'s my Spin on
Meet the Fockers. I'm Matt Mungle.

OBITUARIES

LARRY V. SEIDNER

Larry V. Seidner born October 23, 1918 in
Youngstown Mahoning County, Ohio to Lee and
Henrietta Seidner passed away December 23, 2004
in Mesquite, Texas.

He was a member of Bethel Lutheran Church.
He worked in Law Enforcement as Deputy Sheriff
of Wood County and was active in the Irving Police
Reserve.

Survivors include wife Emma Seidner of
Mesquite; daughters Jan and Art Albin of Yantis;
Gail and Mike O’ Quinn of Mesquite; Beverly Bryan
of Grapevine and Nancy and Jim Coley of Houston;
1 brother and 2 sisters; grandchildren Dan O’ Quinn;
Tim O’Quinn; Carolyn Coley Dornburg; Leslie
Coley Carter and Katherine Coley and great-
granddaughter, Michaela.

Funeral services were held December 27" at
Bethel Lutheran Church with Pastor Randy Haedge
officiating. The family expresses special thanks to
Christian Care Center and Trinity Hospice.
Memorials may be made in lieu of flowers to the
Alzheimer Association.

DEEBIGLER

Dee Bigler, age 78, a
resident of Irving, Texas
for thirty-two years, died

Dec 21, 2004.
She was born Oct 5,
1926 at Lake

Providence, Louisiana,
to Lucian and Belle
Rentz. A world-wide
traveler, she retired from
Braniff Airlines in 1982.

Preceded in death by her son, Stevan Randall
Bigler. Survivors include her daughters, Michele
Driggers of Grapevine, Texas and Melanie Bigler of
Hot Springs, Arkansas; sons-in-law, Bill Driggers
of Grapevine, Texas and Scott Agee of Hot Springs.
Arkansas; grandsons, Chris Lee Bigler of Vancouver,
Washington and Lance Corporal Wm. Thomas
Driggers, of Grapevine, Texas; two great
grandchildren; one dear nephew and six loving
nieces.

Memorials may be made to a charity of one’'s
choice.

W.J.

“POPS” HILL
- -

=

W. J. “Pops” Hill,
age 90, a resident of
Irving, Texas for more
than twenty years, died
Dec 22, 2004 at his
home.

Born April 25, 1914
in Ardmore, Oklahoma,
he retired from GFACO
in California as a
mechanic. He was a
member of Local 3

Operating Engineers; a 32™ degree Mason at the
McKinley Lodge #347 in Richmond, California and
a member at St. Luke's Catholic Church in Irving.

Survived by his son, John W. Hill, Jr. and wife
Lynne, of Irving; son, Albert “Lee” Hill and wife
Gina, of Napa, California; daughter Carolyn Martin
and husband William, of Ocean Springs, Mississippi;
daughter, Kathleen Facio and husband Danny, of
Keller; brother, Homer Hill of Mid Cities,
Oklahoma; eight grandchildren and eleven great
grandchildren.

Memorials may be made to the Texas Scottish
Rite Hospital for Children.

ROBERT E. STRONG, SR.

Robert E. Strong,
Sr., age 81, aresident of
Irving, Texas for fifty-
three years, died Dec 26,
2004 in Irving.

Born April 7, 1923
in Akron, Ohio, he had
been a Market Manager
at A & Pfor many years
and a Pastor of Gospel
Tabernacle in Irving. He
was a member at New
Beginnings Fellowship
in Irving.

Preceded in death by hiswife, Versie O. Strong,
July 20, 2004; daughter, Brenda Jenkins; and
granddaughter, Kellie Strong. Survivors include his
daughter, Delores Shotwell of Irving; son, Bobby
Strong and wife Drenda of Princeton, TX; sister,
Dorothy Mavity of Lawton, OK; nine grandchildren
and ten great grandchildren.

LUCILE BROWNLOW BAILEY

B Lucile Brownlow
Bailey, 90 of Dallas,
formerly of Irving
passed away December
30, 2004.

Lucile was born
November 18, 1914 in
Hillsboro County,
Texas. She was preceded
in death by John
Clayton Brownlow and
Lee Roy Bailey.
Survived by her sons and
their families, John & Cathey Brownlow, James
and Katy Brownlow; grandchildren Jake, Christi,
Alisa, Emily, and Reed; great-grandchildren Brittany
& Preston; sister, Sadie Reiken, brothers Guy Pope,
Bud Pope and numerous nieces and nephews.

Lucile will be remembered most for her mac
and cheese, love of cards, friends and coffee at
Joe's... and being the best grandmother, always. In
lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to
Alzheimer’s Association 7610 Stemmons Freeway
#600, Dallas, TX 75247.

JAMES ALDIS SIMMONS

James Aldis Simmons, 81, passed away Sunday,
January 2, 2005 in Irving after a brief illness.

James was born April 5, 1923. He was a life
long Irving resident and a charter member of The
First Presbyterian Church of Irving. He was a
graduate of Irving High School, Agricultural College
of Arlington and Southern Methodist University.
During WWII, James was a Navy Dive Bomber
Pilot flying off of several aircraft carriers; “Lady
Lex” was his favorite. James was a past president
of The Irving Evening Lions Club and an Atlantic-
Richfield Oil Company retiree. He retired as
Director of Gas Accounting — Dallas Office.

James is preceded in death by his father John
William Simmons, mother Ruby Simmons, brother
Captain John William Simmons, Jr., first wife,
Maxine Bates Simmons. He is survived by wife
Evelyn (Eve) Simmons, stepson, Russ K. Stateham
and wife Brenda Jo of Austin, Texas.

Memorial gifts may be directed to The First
Presbyterian Church, 510 E. Irving Blvd., Irving,
TX 75060 and/or Baylor Healthcare Foundation,
1901 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, TX 75061.

M| PUEBLO SERVICES, INC.
Home - Commercial - Automobile | nsurance

927 E. Pioneer Dr.
Irving, TX 75061

IncomeTax: Electronic & Regular - Notary Public- Passport & Immi-
gration Pictures- Complete Almost Any Typeof Forms- English & Span-

ish Trandations- Travel Agency - M ortgagel ocans

Phone: 972.445.1243
Fax: 972.438.1953
1.8774TEXMED

EVELYN DAWE

Evelyn Dawe, of Irving, born January 22,
1920 in Roswell, New Mexico passed away
December 30, 2004 in Dallas.

Evelyn was preceded in death by husband
Robert Charles Dawe in 1976. She is survived by
Robert Dawe of Scottsdale, Arizona. Graveside
services were held January 3, 2005 followed by a
memorial service at Oak View Baptist Church with
Dr. Jim Gerlach officiating. Local arrangements by
Brown's Memorial Funeral Home.

DORTHY E. WILLIAMS

Dorothy E.
Williams, 87, a resident
of Irving for over 50
years, died Saturday,
January 1, 2005 in
Irving.

Born May 24,
1917 in Troy, Ohio, she
married Vance Williams
December 25, 1940 in
Tucson, AZ. She was a homemaker and member of
Community Bible Church.

Preceded in death by her husband and a
daughter, Pam Stover, she is survived by sons,
Dennis Williams and wife, Lyn and Robert Williams
and wife, Kim all of Irving; six grandchildren,
Richard Fisher, Judd Fisher, Joanna Williams Garcia,
Aaron Williams, Jamie Williams, and Robby
Williams; and four great grandchildren.

Memorials may be made to Far East
Broadcasting Company, Box 1 La Mirada, CA
90637-9984, Gospel for Asia, 1800 Golden Trail
Court, Carrollton, TX 75010-9954, or Community
Bible Church, 2301 Texas Drive, Irving 75062.

LYNN CHESTER CONNER
; Lynn Chester
Conner, 78, a life-long
resident of Irving and
long-time school
administrator, died
Friday, December 31,
2004 at Baylor Medical
Center in Irving.

Born March 22,
1926 in Irving, the son
of Joel E. and Mertie
Jane Newton Conner, he
was Valedictorian of the Irving High School Class
of 1943. He married Ruth Evans November 5, 1944.
A veteran of World War |I, he graduated from
Southern Methodist University, was a long-time
Kiwanian, founder and past president of the Texas
School Personnel Directors Association, one of
the co-founders of the Irving Boys Baseball
Association and one of the earliest inductees of the
Irving Sports Hall of Fame. A past long-time
member and Elder Emeritus at First Christian Church
of Irving, he retired as the Director of Personnel
of Irving Independent School District.

Survivorsinclude his wife, Ruth of Irving; sons,
Larry Conner and wife, Cheryl of Fairview, and
Steve Conner and wife, Nicki of Dallas; daughter,
Carole Davis and husband, Paul of Allen; six
grandchildren, Lane Conner, Cathryne Conner,
Olivia Conner, Ryan Wilkinson, Evan Davis, and
Lauren Davis.

If desired memorials can be made in Lynn's
name to Irving Independent School District
Education Foundation, 2621 W. Airport Freeway,
Irving, TX 75062, phone 972-215-5000.

WINSTON WESTMAN WESSELS
| . | Winston Westman
Wessels, of Irving,
passed away Friday
December 31, 2004.

Mr. Wessels was
born January 20, 1929
in Stuttgart, Arkansas.
Survivors include his
wife, Betty Wessels of
TR |rving; son, Mark
Wessels and wife Patricia of Tucson, Arizong;
brother, F. A. Wessels and wife Rosemary of San
Antonio, Texas; sister-in-law, Ruth Wessels of
Russellville, Arkansas; sister-in-law, Barbara Fisk
and husband Doug of Cedar Creek Lake, Texas, and
nephew, Charles Fisk.

If desired, memorials may be made to Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church — Kitchen Fund, 2620
W. Grauwyler, Irving, Texas.

SWITCH
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Sun-Frilam-6pm Sat 10am -6 pm
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Classified Ads

Thelrving Rambler isbringing buyers and sellerstogether. When you place aclassified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it online at no additional charge. The Irving Rambler
does not accept submission of an advertisement as a commitment to publish. Publication of an advertisement does not create an obligation to continue publishing. The Irving
Rambler reserves the right to refuse to publish any advertisement for any reason. Ads promoting hate groups, or including inappropriate material will not be published. E-mail
addresseswill only be published if included in the copy of your classified ad. To purchase classified ads, call 214-675-6493.

Antiques &

Collectibles
FOR SALE-Hot Wheels
Collection-Treasure Hunts,
Final Runs and many other
series 972-438-4522

ANTIQUES TREASURE
HOUSE - L owest prices, weekly
inventory, layaway available,
furniture collectibles, Canine
Accessories, Consignments,
214-542-3950.

Furniture
Bed for young girl Twin,
platform bed shaped likeatrain
custom painted with flowersand
bows. Play/storage area under
platform. Manufactured by Lee.
Call for details. 214-675-6493

Appliances
Heavy duty washer or dryer only
$97 Great condition 972-670-
1999

Auto Parts

A/C Compressors for Auto’s
General Mechanics, Elect-
rical, & Upholstery. We have
thelowest prices Nationwide !
Conveniently located in Irving,
TX. Call 888 317-2025 or visit
us at3367 Conflans Rd.,
Irving 75061. Ask for Joe or
Richard

Business
Opportunity

Best Home Based Business
Opportunities
Our comprehensive business
program provides you with all
help, and support you need to
start your Home-Based Business
today. Excellent Earnings, and

Benefits. Call now 214 729-
4877 - Ask for Mark Hoyle.

Needed ! Representatives to
help launch our businessin the
city of Irving. Make up to $500
per week p/t. No sales
involved. Must be at least 18
years old. Call 877 481-1144

Credit Services

Restore your credit and
eliminate your debt. Remove
bankruptcies& more. Lonestar
Debt & Credit Services972-401-
4185

Party
Jumpers Great for Birthday
Parties, Day Cares, Churches,
Company Parties
Call Mr. Fun Party Rental 214
492 1600

Equipment

GBC Bindery equipment and
large quantity of supplies Best
offer. 214-478-2915

Hall Equipment and Supply Inc.
Specializing in sales, rental,
parts and service of skidsteer
|oadersand trenchers. Christmas
Special Scatrack 1300 D
skidsteer 75 hrs $15,000.
1100 N. Loop 12, Irving, TX
75061. 972-445-0848.

Health

A Unique, Exclusive
Proprietary Product Taking
the World by Storm
Unlimited potential Once-in-a-
Lifetime Opportunity Call
Now 972-259-3058

LIMU MOUI
Amazing Life-Enhancing
Benefits! A Unique Nectar that

Herbs

THE HERB SHOPPE

CONSULTING AVAILABLE

Vitamins

Salt lamps

Didributorsof

NATURES SSUNSHINE -LIMUMOUI -AMAZINGNEWHEALTH SECRET -

ARBONNE INTERNATIONAL COSMETICS

Open Mon-Fri: 10am - 6pm
212 W. Irving Blvd, Irving, TX

972-259-3058

Essential Oils

helps achieve optimal health
Call Now 972-259-3058

Duplex
Duplex 2bed/1bath/1 w/d con
ch/a appl. no pets $600 + dep
972-986-7687 972-790-4214

Condo

GREAT CONDO FOR SALE
or RENT, 2 Bedrooms, 2
Bathrooms, 1 Garage, 1
Carport, Berber carpet, ceramic
tile, decorator paint, fireplace,
ceiling fans, small fenced yard
NW Irving in gated commun-
ity with 2 pools, hot tub &
more. Sale $89,900 or Rent
$900* per month. *Rent
includes: water, cablety,
security, more. Ready for Move
Inl MAKE OFFER! Contact
Mark Bailey: 972-252-5225 or
972-333-3716

Help Wanted

Sales
Advertising Salesrepresentative
with newspaper or on-line
experience needed. 214-675-
6493

Caregivers needed
Caregivers needed now for
contract services. We are
looking for loving honest and
dependable caregivers to work
with people in need in our
community. This is a good
opportunity for students, retired
individuals, and those making
career changes. If your are
interested in making adifference
in the life of a special person

and making some money, please
cal today - 972-841-5120. Ray
of Sunshine Sitting Service of
Carrollton

Administrative
Assistant
Full-time Administrative
Assistant needed for busy
tractor dealership. Looking for
a people person with a positive
attitude to assist with all aspects
of staff support, includes
answering phones, filing,
interacting with accounting
department, preparing
documents for sales staff, daily
accountability of store receipts
and other general
responsibilities to assist in
keeping the store running
smoothly  between  all

departments as needed.

metro 214-502-3562

Fax 9729785-9652
LENZ@zkmail.com

Eduction
Assistant director and preschool
teacher for first class learning
center 972-790-4214
Fax 972-313-9464
ap44l1@airmail.net

Irving
Business
Networking
Luncheon
Generate Business
Leads
Every Wednesday -
Cost $10.00
Call for Details &
Locations
Ask for Mark Hoyle -
(214) 729-4877
(Espafiol) Sonia Stice -
(817) 403-7797

Latin
Business
Networking
Luncheon
Genera Contactos De
Negocios (Business
L eads)

Todos Los Miercoles -
Costo $10.00
Recive mas
Informacion Ilamando
a Sonia Stice -
(817) 403-7797
Jovita Ramirez -
(817)927-2939
(English) Joe Larkin -
(972)313-2025

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE AT
irvingrambler.com
ask about listingsin our online
marketcenter. Over 300 Local

Businessesfeatured.
for information call 214-675-6493

Stemmonsfoundation pledges $100,000 annual
matching fundsgrant for each of thenext fiveyears.

“Weareraising fundsto build anew shelter; named Corky’s
Cottage. Corky’s Cottage is going to be about 10,000 square
foot facility. We bought 2.2 acres adjacent to our current facility.
We have done all of the architectural renderings, everything is
done for the new facility; now comes the hard part, raising the
$2.4 million that we need to get it up and running,” Darryn
Pope, the D/FW Humane Society board president.

Every dollar you send is worth two dollars with the grant.

TheDFW Humane Society

Animals PresentlyResiding At

Gizmo
Breed: Tibetan Spaniel
Sex: Male / Neutered
Weight: about 15 Ibs.
| Age: about 5 + years
Color: Black and Tan

Reason for Surrender: Doesn’'t get along with
other dogs.
Comments. Gizmo is very sweet and loving. He
loves the outdoors and is good with cats

Hair

Color: Tabby
Reason for Surrender: Moving
Comments: Tigger is sweet and affectionate.
She is good with kids and other cats.

Sex: Female / Spayed
Weight: about 7 Ibs.
Age: about 1 years

Tigger

TheDFW Humane Society, 1611 West Irving Blvd, Irving, TX 75061 972-253-3333
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JoePutnam

“The museum and convention center
cannot be placed in the same bucket as all of
the other financial challenges of the city,”
Mr. Putnam said. “They are somewhat two
standal one projects. We do have, aside from
the convention center and the museum, a
very challenging time ahead still with
ordinary city financing. Paying the city
salaries, providing benefits to employees,
improving sidewalks, providing sanitation
servicesand all of those thingsthat you well
know have been very tightly constrained by
the economic downturn.”

“Between the year before last and about
1999 our salestax receiptsdropped about 10
million dollars ayear from 45 to 34 million
dollars.... We have had to increase our tax
rate from 48.3 to 54.79 this year. From that
side of theball, we do face challenges ahead
that are going to require very capable, very
diligent leadership. We are going to get there,
but itisgoing to betight,” Mr. Putham said.

“Both the museum and the convention
center... are funded by the hotel/motel tax.
Whatever happenswith themwill solely bea
function of the hotel/motel tax. The museum
is something that can be managed.”

Margaret’s Corner

“The convention center isonethat when
we get into it and | hope we can someday,
that remainsto be seen, wewill haveto have
another feasibility update. It isaproject that
has great potential for the city of Irving. If it
works as anticipated, it will generate 62.1
million dollars per year in economic benefit
tothecity of Irving,” Mr. Putham said.

Herb Gears

“(The mayor) represents the city,
economic development and growth of our
tax base,” Mr. Gears said. “This is what
sustains our survivability.”

“The first place | would look is to the
property ownersin DCURD to partner with
the city and come up with a solution to the
DCURD debt so we can develop the
undeveloped landin Las Colinas. Thisisthe
greatest opportunity we have to enhance our
tax base. Until we solvethat problem, weare
going to have a tremendous economic
developmentissue....” Mr. Gearssaid.

“It isgetting more and more competitive
to both retain and attract new businesses to
Irving. We have experienced this for some
number of years now. We have got to do
something or else we are going to continue
to havethisdecline,” Mr. Gears said.

Hi Irving!
Happy New Year!

| hope you had a great beginning to
2005. We were at the annual New Year’sEve
service at Calvary Church. It started at 11
p.m. then afterwards we had a New Year’'s
Eve gathering with our Sunday school class.
We laughed a lot and ate too much.

| hope your family was all together for
Christmas and to welcome the New Year.
There is such a void, an awful hurt and
sadness when a loved one is gone during
such significant times.

Let's not forget to pray for all of our
military, their families, as well as what is
happening all around the world. Things
happen in a moment, and it can happen
anywhere.

A friend of mine, Carol Van Luik, isnot
running for mayor of Irving at thistime. So
many people have announced, we sure do
havealot of candidatesto choosefrom. There
may even be more, who knows.

Irving residential and business folks
mark you calendars. It isimportant. A Town
Hall Meeting by the Irving Police Department
isplanned and it isimportant that you attend.
All south of 183, Feb. 1, 05from 7to 9 p.m.in
the Irving High School Auditorium at 900 N.
O’ Connor Rd. All north of 183, Feb 15from 7
to 9 p.m. in the Academy of Irving I1SD
Auditorium. So much work goes into
planning a Town Hall Meeting, it is our
responsibility to attend for our own good.
Hope to see you there.

My wish for you in 2005 is may you
aways have love to share, health to spare,
and friends that care. May you have a great
lifein 2005.

God bless you.
Attend church Sunday.

Margaret Lopezisan indepenfent writer
for the Irving Rambler. An Irving resident
for morethan 12 years, sheand her husband
have been married for more than 37 years
and have four daughters and four
grandsons

SOS

J. Paulson Salon & Spa
Irving’s Finest Salon & Spa offers:

Hair Cuts& Styles
Highlights& Color & Perms
Microdermabrasion
Manicures& Acrylics

Facials
SpaPedicures
Up Styles
Extentions

Bio-lonics
Relaxers
M assages
Waxing

824 E Shady Grove Rd., Irving, TX 75060

Only 10 minutes from Las Colinas

CALL 972.438.4550

Coupon

After Christmas Sale

40% OFF

SELECT ITEMS
INCLUDING VARIOUS MAKEUP & BATH PRODUCTS

Expires Jan 15,2005 - coupon required

“The Cowboy operation is going to be
leaving the city of Irving in four years, sowe
have got guaranteed future decline. Thisis
an indication that we have to change the
directionright now....” Mr. Gearssaid.

Terry Waldrum

“It isdifficult to market acity... if you
are not convinced it isthe best placeto live.
| am convinced, Irving, Texasisthebest place
tolive. It ischanging every day.”

“l think we have to start with the
physical image of Irving. A lot of you guys
up herelive behind awall, and it is pretty, it
looks great, you can shop on 114 and up at
635, and you don’'t have to drive south. I'll
tell you, you drive south and it isadifferent
world. Like it or not that is going to affect
north Irving if we don’t do something about
it. We have to address the issues in south
Irving today (or) it will drain the resources
wehavein north Irving,” Mr. Waldrum said.

“North Irving has fantastic resources....
| am proud of it when | go acrossthe country
and when | visit with people they always ask
me about the city. So, thereisno reason why
we can’'t have the best image around,” Mr.
Waldrum said.

"We are going to compete. Twenty years
ago, ten years ago, five years ago, Irving
was next to the airport. (Highway) 161 is
about to open, folks, and Legacy Park is
twenty minutesfrom the airport. Welosethe
advantagewe havein Irving, Texaswhen that
happens,” Mr. Waldrum said.

“People talk about our schools. We are
drained because overcrowding, numerous
familiesliving in apartment buildings. They
are putting a taxing burden on our schools;
and in turn, you as tax payers; and in turn,
on our city because of the image that we get
fromthat. It isnot just onething, it all works
together,” Mr. Waldrum said.

Marvin Randle

“Talking about terminology, | think there
was a statement made about living behind
the wall,” Mr. Randle said. “When | was
growing up in schooal, ‘ behind thewall’ was
abad connotation if you were living there. |
hope that is not the kind of wall you had
referenceto.”

“1 want to say that Marvin Randlewants
to bemayor of every citizeninlrving, Texas.
Whether you live in north Irving, whether
you live in south Irving, east Irving or west
Irving, it does not matter. You are no (more)
important if you live behind the wall than if
you live in south Irving.”
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Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking
All You Can Eat Food
Bar After 5p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

“1 havelivedin Irving for 68 yearsthere
is not a soul in this room or any person in
Irving, Texas that loves Irving more than |
do. When | go out to market Irving to any
business, | will promise you they will feel
that from the bottom of my heart to thetop of
my head because it is real. It's absolutely
real,” Mr. Randlesaid.

“1 will promotelrving. | will get onaplane
at any time that we have an opportunity that
the Chamber Economic Development says,
“Hey, we've got a prospect and we need to
go”; let’sgo. Let'sgo talk to them right now.
Let’spick up... al of the different business
peoplein our community that havethe ability
to go and talk and communicate with these
people that have an insight. That is how we
market Irving,” Mr. Randle said.

“1 grew upin south Irving. | bird hunted
inLasColinasand University Hills. I’ ve seen
it develop intowhat it istoday. When | drive
through the urban center there is nobody
more proud of what Irving has become; and
| envision what Irving can be tomorrow. We
are absolutely a shining light in the
Metroplex, and it can shine brighter than ever
with proper leadership,” Mr. Randle said.

Owen DeWitt

“This is an interesting issue because...
whether city council or trustee cannot talk to
another trustee about an item prior to the
meeting,” Mr. DeWitt said.

“Thegoodole’ boy coffeeshopisillegdl,
flat outillegal. It scaresme, and it gave mea
lot of trouble on school board. It really did
because you have no way to get a 9-0 vote.
The only time you get an opportunity to talk
about an issue is at work session amongst
yourselves, or whenitistimefor avote. That
makesit tough; it makesit real tough.”

“The way you get the respect of the
fellow city council membersiswhen thevote
isover... weareoneteam. Everybody talksto
everybody in a professional manner;
nobody challenges anybody personally. We
are all treated as equal professional people
onthat council. If you don’t work educatedly
likethat, it will never work,” Mr. DeWitt said.

“Let’sget it out on the table and openly
discuss it. Thus, as the city council slash
mayor we should put it on the table and talk
about it and not be embarrassed to talk about
itinfront of citizens. If wedon’t likethe way
the city manager or staff brings something
forward, send them back and tell themto bring
it back better. Onceyou arewilling to do that,
then the group will work better together asa
team because they will start having common
goals.”
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BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

-

425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’ Connor
For Take Out Call
(972) 253-7335

Hours: Mon. - Fri.5:30a.m.-9p.m.
Sat. 5:30a.m.-3p.m. Sun. 7a.m.-3p.m.

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

Visit Our Other L ocation at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, T X

Metro (817) 498-7079

INGOD WE TRUST
T
VisA
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SPECIALS
EVERY
DAY!




